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Inside Today Walker appointee to Alaska Senate withdraws over social media remarks .»A3 


2015 shooting victim's widow testifies 


By Dorothy Chomicz 

DCHOMICZ@NEWSMINER.COM 

The 25-year-old widow of 
John D. Kavairlook Jr. held 
a courtroom in rapt silence 
Thursday afternoon as she 
calmly but firmly answered 
questions about his death in a 
Walgreens parking lot. 

Burton-Hill, 28, is charged 
with one count of first-degree 
murder and two counts of sec¬ 
ond-degree murder for the May 
17, 2015, death of Kavairlook. 

Burton-Hill’s defense attor¬ 
ney, Jeffrey Spaffold, admits 
his client shot Kavairlook in 


the aftermath of a fight inside 
the nearby Rock N Rodeo 
bar. Assistant District Attor¬ 
neys Andrew Baldock and 
Spenser Ruppert argue that 
Kavairlook presented no dan¬ 
ger because he was unarmed, 
save for two handfuls of small 
rocks. Spaffold maintains his 
client thought Kavairlook had 
a gun, knife or other lethal 
weapon, and fired on Kavair¬ 
look because he feared for his 
life and the lives of his three 
friends. 

Shalene Kavairlook spoke 
softly but firmly as she 
recounted the events leading 


to the moment Burton-Hill 
pulled a Glock 9 mm pistol 
out of a glove box and shot 
her husband in the head. 

The night started out with a 
small barbecue in their back¬ 
yard, then moved to the Arc¬ 
tic Bar. Although the bar typi¬ 
cally caters to a largely Alaska 
Native clientele, a hip-hop 
show was on that night, and 
Shalene and her female friend 
danced together while John 
and his friend sat and drank. 

John became restless after 
about 15 or 20 minutes and 
suggested they go across 
the street to the Rock N 


Rodeo bar. 

“John wanted to go,” Shalene 
testified. “We were the only 
Natives in the bar and he was 
uncomfortable.” 

Saffold question Shalene 
about her previous marriage 
to an African-American 
man, and asked her wheth¬ 
er John were uncomfortable 
because the crowd at the Arc¬ 
tic Bar comprised primarily 
black men. 

Shalene said her husband 
wasn’t racist; he was just 
unhappy about her dancing in 
a room full of men. 

Shalene said John texted 


her “are you ready to leave 

this n-bar yet?” but said 

it was not a word he used fre¬ 
quently. 

Kavairlook’s group went 
across the road to the Rock N 
Rodeo bar, where John soon 
got in a fight with Demarius 
Hinson after he thought Hin¬ 
son tried to grab Shalene’s 
buttocks. John, Shalene and 
Hinson were thrown out of the 
bar, and the fight continued 
outside. 

Hinson was joined by Burton- 
Hill and two other men. 
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GOOD 

MORNING 


The weather. 

Partly cloudy. Areas 
of freezing fog in the 
morning. Tonight: 
Mostly cloudy. 


High today.17 

Low tonight.0 


WEATHER »A7 

Aurora forecast. 

Auroral activity will be 
low. Weather permit¬ 
ting, displays will be 
visible overhead from 
Utqiagvikto Fairbanks. 
This information is provided 
by aurora forecasters at 
the Geophysical Institute 
at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. For more infor¬ 
mation about the aurora, 
visit http://www.gi.alaska. 
edu/Aurora Forecast 
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TOUGH 

BOUNCES 

Nanook women 
struggle against 
Saint Martin’s. 

SPORTS 
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SOURDOUGH JACK: 

"The missus tells 
me not to scorch 
alphabet soup. 
She says it could 
spell disaster." 



Visit newsminer.com 

for the latest news. 
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B-U-S-YATTHEBIZBEE 



Teams ponder the spelling of a word during the 26th annual BizBee for the Literary Council 
Spelling Bee fundraiser sponsored by the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner on Thursday night 
in the Westmark Hotel Gold Room, eric engman/news-miner 



Aaron Young, 
a handler 
for Riley 
Dyche, reunites 
with the 
dogs Thursday 
at the Yukon 
Quest finish 
line. Aside 
from a 36-hour 
layover in 
Dawson City, 
handlers were 
not allowed 
to touch the 
dogs or the 
gear during 
the race, robin 

WOOD/NEWS- 

MINER 


Handlers’ help during Quest 
made difference for teams 


FLORIDA SHOOTING 

In many 
states, 18 is old 
enough to buy 
semiautomatic 

By Lisa Marie Pane 
and Brendan Farrington 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Just months after his 18th 
birthday, Nikolas Cruz went 
to a Florida gun store to buy 
a weapon. But there were 
limits on 
what he could 
purchase at 
his age. 

Cruz wasn’t 
old enough to 
buy any of the 
handguns at 
the store. But 
there’s no such 
restriction for rifles, shotguns 
or the AR-15 that police say he 
used to carry out the nation’s 
deadliest school shooting in 
more than five years. 

The young age of the man 
accused in the Florida high 
school shooting that killed 17 
people has revived the debate 
over age requirements for gun 
purchases in a country where 
a patchwork of laws and rural 
states steeped in hunting cul¬ 
ture allow kids as young as 14 
to buy rifles. 
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By Brad Joyal 

BJOYAL@NEWSMINER.COM 

HITEHORSE, YUKON 

—- When it comes to 
the Yukon Quest, 
there’s a team behind the 
teams. The mushers and 
their dogs are the ones who 
face the frigid weather on the 
1,000-mile trail, but there’s 


a whole support system that 
they rely on. 

Each musher had at least one 
handler who made complet¬ 
ing the 1,000-mile race from 
Fairbanks to Whitehorse a little 
less daunting. Although the 
handlers were there to help, 
they had to follow a set of rules. 
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Rampant 
outages 
test GVEA 

Ice, heavy snow take 
toll on power lines in 
Fairbanks, North Pole 

By Amanda Bohman 

ABOHMAN@NEWSMINER.COM 

Snow-laden trees have been 
taking out power lines across 
Fairbanks and North Pole since 
Sunday. 

A spokeswoman for the Gold¬ 
en Valley Electric Association 
said more 
than 300 
outages 
have affect- 
e d 8 7, 

907 of the 
100,000 
cooperative 
members. 

“You’ve got trees that are 40- 
(to) 60-foot tall, and now they 
are starting to lean into our right 
of way,” said Corinne Bradish, 
GVEA spokeswoman. 

The numerous outages have 
forced the utility to hustle to 
keep saw blades in stock for the 
six to 10 crews who, at any giv¬ 
en time, are cutting trees and 
restoring power to homes and 
neighborhoods, Bradish said. 
Contractors have been brought 
in to help with the workload. 

“They are doing 12-hour-plus 
shifts,” Bradish said. 

On Thursday, neighborhoods 
in west Fairbanks, along Badger 
Road and Chena Hot Springs 
Road, were hit with power out¬ 
ages. 

Earlier in the week, the line 
bringing power to Fairbanks 
from Anchorage went down. 
The intertie brings in about 20 
percent of the power distribut¬ 
ed by the Golden Valley Electric 
Association. 

Bradish blamed ice and snow 
in the Wasilla area for the line 
failure. 

Weather systems in recent 
years that have brought rain, ice 
and heavy, wet snow are posing 
new challenges for the electrical 
co-op, Bradish said. 

“Almost every winter, we can 
now expect the weather to play a 
factor,” she said. 

“These outrages are a nui¬ 
sance, but we have not had any¬ 
body out for two or three days 
like back in 2012-2013.” 


GVEA » A7 



Go to newsminer.com for regular updates. Follow 
reporter Brad Joyal on Twitter:@FDNMquest. For 
in-depth Quest coverage, see page B5. 

Markets »A7 | Opinion »A4 | 



Cruz 



Fire at Fort 
Wainwright 
plant cuts 
power for 
hours.» A7 


ICE DOGS HOCKEY - EAST COAST VS WEST COAST ... EPIC MATCHUP! 



The 
Fastest 
Game In 
Town! 


Fairbanks Ice Dogs vs 

Friday, Feb. 16 & Saturday, Feb 17 
7:30pm at the Big Dipper 
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Enterprise 


Wilkes-Barre Knights 


Friday 
Sponsored by 
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Doyon 


Saturday 
Sponsored by 



Last Home 
Series Until 
March! 


www.fairbanksicedogs.com i 




















































